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Glitzy foreign shores
beckon Indian nurses

Pavan MV | Tnn

Mangalore: Jacintha Saldanha, the nurse at King Edward
VII Hospital in London, was just
one player of the big success story
of Indian nurses, Just like Indian
% doctors, nurses too are in high de-
mand across the globe. *

Undivided Dakshina Kannada
is the hub for nursing colleges in
the state. More
~ than 30 colleg-
es are situated
in this region,
and most stu-
dents pursui-
ng nursing co-

urses are from
216G DRAW: Nurses go  different sta-
abroad for better tesof the coun-
exposure and pay try. There is a

huge demand
for nurses in India, but many students
still prefer to work in foreign countries.
BV Kathyayani, principalof DrMV
Shetty College of Nursing, told TOI
that according to the World Health Or-
anization, about 40.5 Jakh nursing
jobs are vacant, and as per the Indian
Nursing Council, there isasﬁortage of

20.3 lakh nurses in India.
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HET, WA D T ST < L A 25 (5172 2 DIEDNBEFH 128 D £ A & A~k

WE GET EXPOSURE: STUDENTS

Swathi A, a BSc nursing student from
Kerala said, “Since we spend huge
amounts of money on the course, we
prefer workingin European countries.
The money we canearnin 10years
working here, can be earnedinacouple
of years in foreign countries.”

Laxmi D, another BSc nursing
student added: “We also get exposure to
global standards of medical services."

She said, “Every year, around 500
studentsjoinourcollege for undergrad-
nate and postgraduate nursing cours-
es. Of these, 70% are from outside Kar-
nataka.” Among non-Karnataka stud-
ents, 50% are from Kerala, she added.

Most of the students prefer to work
in foreign countries as salaries in In- .

in
dia range from Rs 6,000 to Rs 14,000 per
month. But abroad, nursing graduates
“el @ salary Of Rs 1.6 [akh {0 RS 2 Jakn
_ngr_mgnm.sak-i Kathyayani.

BA Yathi Kumaraswamy Gowda,
principal of Alva's College of Nursing
{ACN), pointed out that nurses prefer
to work in Europe and America be-
cause people and hospital authorities
in these countries don't discriminate
between doctors and nurses. He said
“nurses get more respect in foreign
countriesthaniniIndia”.

In ACNevery vear, 145studentsjoin
nursing courses and 70% of the stu-
dents are from other states, In Father
Muller College of Nursing (FMCN),
more than 100 students join nursing
courses every year of who 50% are
from other states, especially Kerala, Sr
“Winifred D'Souza, principal of FMCN,
sald good infrastructure and quality
educationdraw students.
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